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;. Students’ Subweation
; To the Editor: )

CPYRGHT

‘enoration, it was driven to ihe :
inancial wall, .

wrat In-
1g of the

The disciosure of
telligence Agency fui

. international progrems of the |
Studeni .

United States Natio .a:

Association demonsirates the
. deep, corrupting influcnce of tiie
- anti-Communist malaise which
| -afflicts our democracy.
. Contrary to the clzims of one
columnist, the C.LA. did not
“prevail on students Lo work
for the aims and ideals of the

e an

-out of personal loy:ily lo de-
“. mocracy which no outside gov-
ernmental agency could inspire,
much less impose.
. The National Student Asso-
i clation was founded by {he hard-
b headed, G.I. generatirn of col-
1."lege students after “World War
i II, Its origins were inicrnation-
" al; at that time therr
2. was no national oi:nization
“ which could in any v - reore-
* sent American studen to
¢, our colleaguecs around ‘i worid,
: Fundameéntally thiz . «x ~and
¢ is—-an impossible tasi, Ameri-
- can students, like the A:acrican
- people, have neverSspokun with
" a single voice, But MN.3.A. held
. representative democricy as an
< ideal~a positive valic., impos-
i sible of  perfeet atluinment,
which névertheless was worthy
of our best efforts,

When it became gpparent that
this ideal was not shared by
the International Union of Stu-
dents, N.S.A. and several Euro-

. pean national unions or =tudents
set up the International Student
Conference, '

The conference brougit reins

- Lively small groups of siudent

- leaders together in the name of

‘ representative deimocracy, not
anti-Communism. Now we know

. that it, too, was partial'y funded

- by the C.LA.,

{ As a moderate, liberally ori-

| ented organization, N.3.A, suc-

! cessfully defeated an atlempled

| take-over by the extrerme left in
ithe 1040's. In the era of Mc-

‘Carthy anr;’t.he so-cailed silent

Bacause N.S.A. refused _to o
vlay upon the anti-Commu.mst :
rociivities of American society, .i
+ could not attract the volun- ;
ary private support it needed i
o survive. At lhis point—1852.,

American Government." Most of .
us who worked for N.S.A. did so i
‘Kvrosd. Once this illicit, sub |

simply”

[_one or two top officers must -
ave turned in desperation to ..
landestine C.I.A. support. ;
Those who first knowingly ac- .
epled secret funds surely N
Inderstood that disclosure of :
his support would completely
maermine N.S.A.'s effectiveness '

rose decislon was made,’ suc- f.
ceeding gencrations of top of.f\- i
cors had few qualms about'in- !

creasing the CLA, sta.ke.,_',
Budgets grew about tenfold,’

buildings and other comfortable .-
afflictions ensued, . Those for .
whom N.S.A. spoke never were :
aware of the C.L.A, .
The few who knew prostituted ;
us all. ;
Thosa who now claim that the «
C1.4's money was “well spent ‘
and well usad" celebrate a vie- !
Lory of expedience gver idealism’
—an irreparable loss to the-
cause of democracy among the.
; this world. ;
ROBERT W, BEYERS
Portola Valley, .Calif.
~ . March 2, 1967
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